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"There's just something about Christmas and trains." 
Many of us play with toy trains all year long. But when the holiday season comes, toy tralins
 

come out of closets, attics and basements. You find them everywhere!
 
So here we go with the final issue of Keeping Track for 2007~ Between the National Convention activities in
 
Denver, the very first Kids Club convention car and everything going on in the individual chapters and divisions,
 
it's been quite a year! Look inside at what some people are doing to end the year, a cool post-holiday project and
 
a preview of something new in 2008. Whatever you do in these last few weeks of 2007, everyone in the TCA Kids
 

Club wishes you the happiest of holidays and all the best in the new year!
 

********
 

Hmmm, I think this is what happens when the track inspectors pay more attention to the track than to where 
they are going...ooops! (Thanks to Bob Vicker of the Rocky Mountain Division for this photo!) 

********
 
With this issue of Keeping Track, we introduce a new feature: Ask N. This 

fa is where YOU send in your train-related questions, and we pass them on to
'l • • • our resident railroad expert, Mr. N. Junnear. Our first question comes fromA kN 

Cael Z. in Franklin, PA. Cael writes: 

When someone calJs a locomotive a 2-4-2, what does that mean? 
G-reat question, Cae!! Those nu~bers refer to the nu~ber and arrange~ent of the wheels on a stea~ loco~otive. 

If you have a toy trai,n handy, pick it up and look at the bottotft. (If you're standing in front of the real thing, walk 
around and look at both sides - don't try to pick it up, you'll hurt yourself!l A2-4-2 has two s~all wheels in front 
on the "pilot truck'; four large '(Jrive wheels» in the ~iddle, and two s~all wheels in back on the '~railing truck~ 

That's i,t! A2-8-0 has two wheels in front, eight in the ~iddl'e and none in back. A0-4-0 only 'has four drive 
wheels in the ~iddle. G-et the idea? Now this only works for stea~ loco~otives - diesels are different. Keep those 
questions co~ing, and rill see ya down the Une! (FS - ,I 'had ,nothing, to do with the above photo!l 
If you have a train-related question that you'd like to ask our expert, please send it to the Keeping Track editor. 

You just might see it printed in the next issue! 
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COMING TO A MAINLINE NEAR YOU IN 2008!
 
It's rolling in - the 2008 Kids Club car!!! This new car will be an operating boxcar that is modeled after the Rail­
way Post Office (RPO) car owned by the Oil Creek and Titusville Railroad in Pennsylvania. Delivering the mail 
has always been an important job for railroads, and the OC&T has the last operating RPO car in the United States. 
The car is being developed right now, so look for more information in the next issue of Keeping Track. You'll 
definitely want to check it out. RPO cars were always a favorite target of train robbers, so if you have the Sheriff 

and Outlaw car from 2007, this will be the perfect addition to your train! 

This is your newsletter, so if you have anything you'd like to share: pictures, 
Keeping Track is published by 
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jokes, articles, questions for N., reviews, etc., please send them to us at: 
Kids Club Newsletter 

TCA Kids Club 
P. O. Box 248 

Strasburg, PA 17579 

***MOVING'?*** 
Please make sure your parent or 
sponsor updates your Kids Club 

information by contacting the 

You can e-mail us at: toytrain@traincollectors.org and put "Kids Club" in 
the Subject line or e-mail the editor uirectly at harbison@colorado.edu. 

Happy New Year and hope to hear from you soon! 

TCA Business Office by email or 
telephone so you can continue to 

get your newsletter I 

2007 Kids Club Co-Chairman: Sam Merando - Fort Pitt Division 
Newsletter Editor: Kevin Harbison - Rocky Mountain Division 


