














2460/2560/6460/6560 Crane Cars

Booms for all the Lionel models have been reproduced,
The repro 2560 booms come with or without “Lionel” on the
part, but either way are not molded the same as the originals,
The other crane car booms also have minor flaws that dis-
tinguish them from the Lionel originals.

2855 Sunoco Tank Car (black or gray)

Fakes can be difficult to identify; study the photos below.

3520/3620/6520/6822 Searchlight Cars

Reproductions of the searchlight housing have been
made and are easy to distinguish from originals. The latter
had an “L” on the back of the housing, and the repros do not.

Reproduction green, maroon, and orange generators
were also made. They have a small mold mark on the front
of the generator that exposes them as reproductions.

An original black-painted 2855 Sunoco tank car

An original gray-painted 2855 Sunoco tank car.
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(Left): Reproduction searchlight generators, regardless of color;, have

mold defects. (Right): Originals do not.
6357-50 Santa Fe Caboose

A 6357-50 is faked by using a 6017-235 Santa Fe
caboose. But be aware that a 6357-50 was originally illumi-
nated, and the 235 was not. Someone making a 6357-50 by
using a 235 shell, fills in the “0” and “1” in 6017 with epoxy,
and then adds a dry-transfer “3” and *5” in their place. Next,
a die-cast smokestack is installed. The fake is ready to sell.

6417-50 Lehigh Valley Caboose (Tuscan)

The Tuscan Lehigh Valley caboose has been reproduced
by Lionel LLC and also faked. Here are details to examine:

1. Originals were heat-stamped; frauds use silk-screening or
dry transfers. Also, beware of rubber-stamped lettering.

2. In the late 1970s, a fake was made that appeared to be an
original gray Lehigh Valley that was stripped and then
repainted and relettered in almost a perfect match. However,
as one collector remarked, “It has too much paint within the
heat-stamped area of the lettering” (see photo on next page).
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If you look closely at this 6417-50 Tuscan Lehigh Valley caboose under
a magnifving glass, you will notice what appears to be an excessive

amount of paint in the recessed lettering.
6427-60 Virginian Caboose

A repainted 6427-60 was offered for sale as early as the
spring of 1975 through Madison Hardware Co. The follow-
ing clues should help:

1. Originals used a black plastic shell that was painted blue
and then very lightly heat-stamped in white. Because of this,
some were mistaken as rubber-stamped variations.

2. Repainted versions were painted blue over an original,
brown-painted 6427-1 Lionel Lines caboose. Since then, the
blue paint has chipped to reveal the brown underneath.

3. Originals were heat-stamped over the rivet detail, a
process that sheared off the rivets. On fakes, the rivets are
sanded down and silk-screened letters are applied.

(Left): On an original 6427-60, the rivet detail is sheared off: (Right):
On a fake, the rivets are sanded down and then painted over.
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6427-500 Pennsylvania Caboose

The first known reproduction of the caboose from the
No. 15878 Lady Lionel set were done by Ed Kraemer, who
purposely removed the Lionel “L” from his repaints.

Fraudulent reproductions try to match the paint and the
lettering as closely as possible. However, dry-transfer letter-
ing is used, whereas Lionel originals were heat-stamped.

6436-500 Lehigh Valley Hopper

Reproductions and fakes for the Girl’s Train hopper are
the same as explained for the 6427-500 above.

6446-60 Lehigh Valley Covered Hopper

The rarest and most valuable of the covered hoppers is
6446-60, that was cataloged as part of 1963 set 13118.

. This red-painted hopper had “New 3-55" heat-stamped on
the side, just like the regular production 6436 from 1963.

2. The roof cover for the 6446-60 was painted red.

3. MPC reissued different color roof covers with matching
roof hatches in the early 1970s. The red reissues have been
added to 6436s from 1963, but are easy to identify because
they are unpainted plastic with stress marks present.

Notice the stress marks on this MPC reissue from the early 1970s.

Original roof covers don't have these marks.

6462-500 NYC Gondola

Reproductions and fakes for the Girl’s Train gondola are
the same as explained for the 6427-500.
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